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IN THE CLAIMS: 
1-6 (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously Presented) A method for providing features in a logical volume management 
system, comprising: 

loading a set of feature plug-in modules; 

selecting a first plurality of feature plug-in modules from the set of feature plug-in 
modules; 

ordering the first plurality of feature plug-in modules, comprising: 

receiving cla£tsifi cation information corresponding to the first plurality of feature 
plug-in modules, the classification information indicating a class for each feature plug-it) 
module in the first plurality of feature plug-in modules, wherein the class for each feature 
plug-in module in the first plurality of feature plug-in modules comprises one of partition, 
volume, and aggregate; and 

ordering the first plurality of feature plug-in modules based on the classification 
information; and 

applying the first plurality of feature plug-in modules to a first volume. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously Presented) A method for providing features in a logical volume management 
system, comprising: 

loading a set of feature plug-in modules; 

selecting a first plurality of feature plug-in modules fix)m the set of feature plug-in 
modules; 

ordering the first plurality of feature plug-in modules, comprising: 

receiving classification information corresponding to the first plurality of feature 
plug-in modules, the classification information indicating a class for each feature plug-in 
module in the first plurality of feature plug-in modules, 

wherein at least two feature plug-in modules in the first plurality of feature plug- 
in modules are in the same class; 
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receiving ordering attribute infomnation corresponding to the first plurality of 
feature plug-in modules, the ordering attribute information indicating an attribute for each 
class it belongs to, wherein the attribute for each of the at least two feature plug-in 
modules in the first plurality of feature plug-tn modules comprises one of global 
exclusive, top exclusive, bottom exclusive, class exclusive, and a weight factor; and 

ordering the first plurality of feature plug-in modules based on the classification 
information and the ordering attribute information; and 
applying the first plurality of feature plug-in modules to a first volume. 

10-22 (Cancelled) 



23. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for providing features in a logical volume 
management system, comprising: 

loading means for loading a set of feature plug-in modules; 

selection means for selecting a plurality of feature plug-in modules from the set of feature 
plug-in modules; 

ordering means for ordering the plurality of feature plug-in modules, wherein the 
ordering means coniprises; 

means for receiving classification information corresponding to the plurality of 
feature plug-in modules, the classification information indicating a class for each feature 
plug-in module in the plurality of feature plug-in modules, wherein the class for each of 
the feature plug-in modules in the pluraJity of feature plug-in modudes comprises one of 
partition, volume, and aggregate; and 

means for ordering the plurality of feature plug-in modules based on the 
classification information; and 

application means for applying the plurality of feature plug-in modules to a volume. 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for providing features in a logical volume 
management system, comprising: 

loading means for loading a set of feature plug-in modules; 
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selection means for selecting a plurality of feature plug-in modules froni the set of feature 
plug-in modules; 

ordering means for onJering the plurality of feature plug-in modules, wherein the 
ordering means comprises: 

means for receiving classification information corresponding to the plurality of 
feature plug-tn modules^ the classification information indicating a class for each feature 
plug-in module in the plurality of feature plug-in modules, 

wherein at least two feature plug-in modules in the plurality of feature plug-in 
modules are in the same class; 

means for receiving ordering attribute information conresponding to the plurality 
of feature plug-in modules, the ordering attribute information indicating an attribute for 
each class it belongs to, wherein the attribute for each of the at least two feature plug-in 
modules in the plurality of feature plug-in modules comprises one of global exclusive, 
top exclusive* bottom exclusive* class exclusive, and a weight factor; and 

means for ordering the plurality of feature plug-in modules based on the 
classification information and the ordering attribute information; and 
application means for applying the plurality of feature plug-in modules to a volume. 
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